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Introduction 

The Agroecology TPP Dialogue is an initiative driven by explicit requests from 
Agroecology TPP (AE-TPP) members to enhance interaction across constituencies, 
partners, and project members, and effectively disseminate evidence on agroecological 
transitions. The inaugural topic, "Doing Science Differently," seeks to foster the co-creation 
of knowledge, amplify diverse voices, support capacity building, and strengthen networking 
and collaboration among stakeholders. These objectives underscore AE-TPP's 
commitment to raising awareness and deepening engagement within the community. 
 
The workshop opened with welcome remarks from Dr. Bernard Triomphe, Co-Convenor of 
AE-TPP and System Agronomist at CIRAD. He emphasized the importance of exploring 
alternative approaches to research in response to societal demands and the need for 
impactful change in agroecology. Highlighting the challenges in translating knowledge into 
actionable outcomes, he underscored the relevance of transdisciplinary approaches. 
Bernard positioned agroecology within a broader historical context anchored in social 
movements and farmer innovations globally. He also stressed the humility researchers 
must embrace to effectively tackle complex issues. 
 

 
Figure 1 – Bernard Triomphe, Co-Convenor of AE-TPP and System Agronomist at CIRAD, 
welcome remarks  



Keynote:  Transdisciplinary Science - What Is It and How to Facilitate It 
Dr. Michael Hauser, Senior Associate at CIFOR-ICRAF, systems scientist, and Associate 
Professor at BOKU University, began his keynote presentation by defining 
transdisciplinary research as crucial for tackling today’s complex challenges. Leveraging 
his extensive experience in systems thinking and agroecology, he explained how effective 
transdisciplinary research transcends traditional disciplinary boundaries, integrating 
diverse knowledge systems and perspectives. 
 

 
Figure 2 – Dr. Michael Hauser, keynote presentation 

 

What is Transdisciplinary Science? 
Transdisciplinary science integrates diverse knowledge systems and disciplines to 
collaboratively address complex real-world problems. It transcends traditional disciplinary 
boundaries by involving stakeholders in co-creating and evaluating solutions. This 
approach emphasizes holistic understanding, innovative methodologies, and 
transformative impact, ensuring research is practical, inclusive, and aligned with societal 
needs (Reed et al., 2023). Central to transdisciplinarity is the genuine interest, capacity, 
and capability of all participants to engage in meaningful, long-term collaboration. 
 
In agroecology, transdisciplinary science fosters collaboration among researchers, 
farmers, and multiple stakeholders, integrating practical and scientific insights for 
sustainable solutions (Schwarz et al., 2022). This approach ensures agroecological 
research is inclusive, innovative, and impactful to address real-world needs effectively. 



 
Figure 3 – The essence of transdisciplinary research from keynote presentation 

 

Framework for Transdisciplinary Research 
The keynote proposed a holistic framework for understanding transdisciplinary research 
using five core characteristics: 
 

a) Integration of knowledge: Effective collaboration across disciplines and knowledge 
systems. 

b) Collaboration: Deep and meaningful partnerships throughout the research process. 
c) Problem-solving Orientation: Focus on addressing real-world challenges with 

transformative potential. 
d) Innovation: Methodological innovation to transcend traditional disciplinary norms. 
e) Impact: Intentional and measurable outcomes that drive societal and environmental 

change. 
 

 
Figure 4 – Proposed framework for transdisciplinary research from keynote presentation 
 



Dr. Hauser concluded by emphasizing the pressing need for a behavioral transformation 
within organizations to effectively implement transdisciplinary research. This 
transformation should highlight the critical importance of fostering genuine interest, 
building capacity, and developing the requisite skills for transdisciplinary approaches. 
Cultivating genuine interest and stimulating a shift in core values must precede the 
allocation of resources and acquisition of skills for effective implementation of 
transdisciplinary methodologies. 

Panel: Reflections on the keynote presentation and transdisciplinary framework 
Panelists 

● Brigid Letty, Prolinnova and Principle Scientist, Institute of Natural 
Resources,KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 

● Francisco Rosado-May, Professor, Universidad Intercultural Maya de 
Quintana Roo 

● Jane Maland Cady, Program Director, Global Collaboration for Resilient Food 
Systems, McKnight Foundation 

● Lauren Baker, Deputy Director, Global Alliance for the Future of Food 
● Lilian Beck, Agroecology Extension Specialist, Institute for Social Sciences of 

Agriculture - University of Hohenheim 
 

In reflecting on Michael Hauser's keynote on transdisciplinary science, Brigid Letty 
emphasized the importance of genuine collaboration and knowledge co-creation across 
sectors, starting from proposal development. She highlighted that mutual respect for 
diverse stakeholder needs, including those of the private sector and farmers, is crucial. 
Brigid also noted the alignment of transdisciplinary principles with Prolinnova's 
participatory innovation approaches, underscoring the framework's broad applicability and 
potential for meaningful impact.  
 
She asked the panelists: How does this framework differ from earlier or current thinking on 
transdisciplinarity? 

● Framework's novelty and utility 
Lilian Beck commended the framework for its comprehensive approach, noting that 
it extends beyond normative definitions and paradigm shifts. Beck commended its 
ability to facilitate thorough analysis and reflection on the quality of transdisciplinary 
research. This holistic approach, she suggested, allows for a deeper understanding 
of how transdisciplinary methods can be effectively integrated and assessed. 

● Intercultural co-creation 
Another crucial point raised by Francisco Rosado-May is the significance of 
intercultural co-creation in transdisciplinary research. He stressed that 
understanding different ways of knowing and learning, shaped by cultural contexts, 
is vital for developing robust and inclusive knowledge systems. This intercultural 
approach ensures that diverse perspectives are not only acknowledged but actively 
integrated into the research process. 

● Scientific transformation and innovation 
The need for innovative methodologies to effectively incorporate diverse knowledge 
systems was a recurring theme. The panel highlighted that transforming scientific 
practices is essential for addressing complex, real-world issues. Such a 
transformation ensures that research remains relevant and actionable, directly 
contributing to tangible societal and environmental benefits. 

 
 



The second panel question explored the potential benefits of carrying out a diagnosis or 
assessment using Michael's proposed framework, asking in what instances this framework 
could be useful within the panelists' own contexts and the types of work they are involved 
in? This discussion emphasized the importance of the framework and the challenges 
associated with its implementation. 
 
Jane Maland Cady highlighted the value of aligning the framework with participatory 
approaches, particularly through farmer-led joint experimentation, integrating diverse forms 
of knowledge, including indigenous and local insights, to foster meaningful collaboration 
and effectively address real-world problems, which resonates with their decades-long 
approach via the Global Collaboration for Resilient Food Systems program. She noted that 
despite the rise in multidisciplinary projects, there remains a frequent disconnect in truly 
collaborative research, highlighting the need for deeper integration and mutual respect 
among researchers from various sectors.  
 
Lauren Baker added that shifting mindsets and transforming institutional structures to 
support transdisciplinary research is crucial, advocating for the promotion of knowledge 
diversity, addressing power dynamics, and incorporating historical contexts into research 
practices. She stressed the decolonization of methodologies and the need to acknowledge 
power relations, integrating Indigenous sovereignty and land acknowledgment into 
research. These steps align with the broader goal of fostering a more equitable and 
inclusive research paradigm. 
 
The discussion concluded with reflections on how the framework can help reshape 
institutions and methodologies to support true transdisciplinarity. The panelists called for 
continued collaboration and refinement of the framework to ensure it effectively guides 
transformative research practices. 

Audience Feedback: Poll on keynote presentation 
Following the keynote presentation, two polls were conducted to gather insights and 
feedback on the content and impact of the keynote. The first asked: What are to you the 
most important elements of the keynote presentation? Among the 53 responses from 
the virtual participants, the most resonant elements were innovation, closely followed by 
transdisciplinary approaches, co-creation of knowledge, capacity building, and mindset 
change. The discussions highlighted a collective recognition of these elements as pivotal 
for advancing research and fostering interconnectedness across disciplines, reflecting a 
shared commitment to integrating cutting-edge methodologies with adaptable, forward-
thinking practices essential for impactful outcomes. 



 
Figure 5 – Poll results on most important elements of the keynote presentation 
 
The second audience poll asked: “Having heard the panel discussion, what is your advice 
for improving the analysis that was presented on transdisciplinary science?” Responses 
highlighted the need for enhanced stakeholder collaboration and dialogue among diverse 
cultural backgrounds to enrich transdisciplinary approaches. There was a strong call to 
prioritize environmental impacts and community-centric perspectives, such as integrating 
women's farming practices into research on child development and elder care. Participants 
also pointed out the importance of capacity building across organizations and refining 
engagement processes to ensure inclusive participation and practical outcomes. The 
feedback underscores a commitment to holistic, impactful research methodologies that 
bridge scientific rigor with societal relevance and inclusivity. 
 

Panel: Best practices on doing science differently 
Panelists: 

● CGIAR Agroecology Initiative: Bernard Triomphe, AE-TPP Co-convenor and 
System Agronomist, CIRAD 

● Foresight: Marie de Lattre-Gasquet, Researcher, CIRAD 
● Agrofor: Valentina Robiglio, Senior Land Use Systems Scientist, CIFOR-

ICRAF 
● ABCD-VIPPT: Lisa Fuchs, Scientist – Multifunctional Landscapes, Alliance of 

Bioversity International - CIAT 
 
The CGIAR Initiative on 'Transformational Agroecology across Food, Land and 
Water Systems’ collaborates with small-scale farmers in Africa, Asia, and Latin America 
to tailor agroecological solutions to specific local contexts. Prioritizing participation and co-
creation, the initiative aims to catalyze innovations and behavioral change while 
safeguarding social equity. It works through five interrelated work packages, forming an 
international network to scale and accelerate agroecological transitions, supported by a 
robust partnership of CGIAR entities and key collaborators. 

https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/cgiar-initiative-on-agroecology
https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/cgiar-initiative-on-agroecology


 
Bernard Triomphe outlined the project's pioneering approach in his presentation. The 
initiative, active in diverse socio-ecological contexts across countries like Tunisia, Burkina 
Faso, and India, fosters agroecological innovations through transdisciplinary collaboration 
with farmers, researchers, and local stakeholders. Emphasizing co-creation and holistic 
assessment, Bernard highlighted the project's adaptive methods, inclusive business 
models, and a shared vision for sustainable futures. This systemic approach not only 
addresses local challenges but also aims to influence policy and behavioral changes, 
promoting social equity and broad-based engagement across the food system. 
 
The Foresight to Support Sustainable Food Systems Transformation through 
Agroecology project addresses urgent global agricultural challenges by employing 
biodiverse approaches, including agroecology, to guide sustainable food system 
transitions. This project seeks to advance foresight methodologies by fostering robust 
stakeholder engagement and shaping effective policy development. Supported by FAO, 
CIRAD, GIZ, and national partners in Senegal and Andhra Pradesh, it aims to generate 
both global guidelines and country-specific policy recommendations to facilitate 
agroecological transformations. 
 
Marie de Lattre-Gasquet emphasized the project's focus on transforming agri-food 
systems via agroecology. The project involves a comprehensive global review of past 
foresight exercises and participatory activities in India and Senegal. Marie highlighted that 
policymakers require diverse, innovative scenarios for transformative decisions, 
demonstrating how foresight extends beyond modeling to craft multiple desirable futures. 
The project underscores the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration, integrating 
qualitative and quantitative methods, and engaging various stakeholders, including 
farmers and policymakers. Key findings identified the need for new models and metrics 
tailored to agroecology, addressing the entire agri-food system, including processing and 
distribution, while managing trade-offs and balancing diverse stakeholder interests. Data 
and metrics are insufficient for modeling agroecological futures, necessitating new models 
that align with agroecological principles. This project exemplifies how foresight can 
anticipate long-term impacts, foster sustainable agricultural practices, and cultivate 
compelling narratives to drive the transition. 
 
The AgroFor project in Peru, initiated under the 2011 Forest and Wildlife Law, aims to 
scale the Agroforestry Concessions (AC) scheme, a pioneering policy to formalize land 
use for smallholders, promoting sustainable practices. By partnering with the Peruvian 
government, AgroFor addresses institutional, technical, and financial challenges to reduce 
deforestation and GHG emissions by 20%, improving livelihoods for over 100,000 
smallholder families managing 1.2 million hectares sustainably. Key collaborators include 
GGGI, SPDA, and World Agroforestry, supported by NORAD and NICFI. 
 
Valentina Robiglio's presentation on the project highlighted the critical role of 
interdisciplinary approaches in addressing the complex issue of tropical deforestation 
driven by smallholder activities. She emphasized the project's three-pronged strategy: 
conducting integrated research across diverse pilot regions, engaging with institutions to 
inform regulatory and funding frameworks, and implementing sustainable agroforestry 
practices. By fostering close collaboration among researchers, policymakers, and local 
communities, AgroFor has made significant strides in reducing deforestation, enhancing 
livelihoods, and promoting social inclusion. Valentina underscored the importance of 

https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/Foresight_to_support_sustainable_food_systems_transformation
https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/Agrofor
https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/Foresight_to_support_sustainable_food_systems_transformation
https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/Agrofor


continuous co-learning, adaptive management, and the integration of diverse knowledge 
systems to navigate trade-offs and achieve long-term sustainability. 
 
The ABCD in Regreening project, funded by Biovision, is an innovative initiative aimed at 
enhancing sustainable land restoration in Kenya’s Homa Bay County. Leveraging the 
asset-based community-driven development (ABCD) approach, it empowers communities 
to identify and utilize their existing assets—human, social, natural, physical, and 
financial—to formulate and execute community action plans. This participatory 
methodology fosters sustainable behavior change and aligns with the Regreening Africa 
programme’s goals, promoting efficient resource use and holistic agroecological 
transitions. Key partners include CIFOR-ICRAF and Biovision Foundation. 
 
Lisa Fuchs presented her insights on the ABCD-VIPPT project, emphasizing the 
importance of structured co-design processes in mobilizing community assets for 
sustainable and equitable outcomes. She traced the evolution of the ABCD approach from 
traditional top-down service models to innovative community-driven solutions, 
demonstrating its effectiveness in diverse international agricultural contexts. Lisa 
emphasized the crucial role of continuous participatory evaluation, ethical engagement, 
and adaptive management, underscoring the need for active partner involvement and 
reflexive practices. Her narrative reinforced the significance of collaborative and inclusive 
methodologies in fostering effective transdisciplinary research and development. 

Group discussion: Reflection and analysis on best practices, challenges and 
resources for supporting transdisciplinary approaches 
Break out Facilitators 

● Lisa Fuchs, Scientist – Multifunctional Landscapes, Alliance of Bioversity 
International - CIAT 

● Swati Renduchintala - Systems Change Associate Scientist - CIFOR-ICRAF 
● Lilian Beck, Agroecology Extension Specialist, Institute for Social Sciences of 

Agriculture - University of Hohenheim 
● Sandhya Kumar - Social Systems Scientist - CIFOR-ICRAF 

Strategies to enhance transdisciplinary approaches to science and research 
In reflecting on the project presentations and participant experiences with transdisciplinary 
science, the following feedback was gathered in response to the first question: 'Do you 
have any strategies or examples of what can enable or nudge towards more 
transdisciplinary approaches?' 
 

A. Transdisciplinary proposal development 
Lisa Fuchs emphasized that embedding transdisciplinary approaches from the 
outset is essential for effective proposal development. Proposals should clearly 
outline how various disciplines and stakeholders will collaborate and be engaged; 
who defines the problem, and how impacts will be measured. This can be achieved 
through a two-step approach: initial idea generation with diverse actor meetings and 
a transdisciplinary evaluation committee. Ensuring accountability, particularly 
towards the communities involved, is crucial. Donors should enforce mechanisms 
that ensure genuine transdisciplinary practices without reducing them to box-ticking 
exercises. Monetary power should be partially transferred to non-research 
participants, reflecting the inclusiveness and fairness in financial compensation. 
 

B. Inclusion and empowerment of diverse stakeholders 

https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/VIPPT-in-eastern-Africa
https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/VIPPT-in-eastern-Africa


True transdisciplinary research necessitates the inclusion of a broad range of 
stakeholders, including market players, farmers, and indigenous communities, 
ensuring they have a significant voice and agency in the research process. This 
involves co-designing projects and possibly reversing traditional roles (e.g., farmers 
as teachers). Tools to recognize indigenous knowledge and good facilitation skills 
are essential to ensure all stakeholders are valued and empowered. Donors play a 
critical role in setting up systems that promote this inclusiveness, avoiding 
superficial inclusion practices. 
 

C. Importance of common language and cultural sensitivity 
Swati Renduchintala emphasized that developing a common language and 
understanding among diverse research teams and stakeholders is pivotal for 
successful transdisciplinary work. Promising approaches include adapting to local 
conditions, fostering educational initiatives, and integrating policy measures. 
Historical methods and existing multi-stakeholder innovation platforms offer 
valuable insights. Embracing humility, respecting different cultures, and 
understanding motivational factors are essential. Exercises that underscore the 
relevance of varied perspectives can help achieve a unified approach. This 
commitment to cultural sensitivity and shared understanding is fundamental for 
integrating diverse knowledge systems effectively. 
 

D. Long-Term commitment and flexibility 
Lilian Beck noted that transdisciplinary projects demand long-term commitment and 
adequate timeframes to drive meaningful transformation and sustainability. Such 
projects should prioritize enduring impacts over short-term results. Funding 
schemes must align with this by supporting extended project durations, ideally 
through a series of interconnected initiatives. The project framework should offer 
flexibility to adapt to evolving participant needs and interests. Educational 
approaches, including farmer-to-farmer knowledge exchange and participatory 
problem identification, are essential for sustaining this long-term, adaptable 
strategy. 
 

E. Building trust and simplifying complex concepts 
Sandhya Kumar highlighted that trust-building among stakeholders is fundamental 
for successful transdisciplinary research. Referencing Lisa Fuchs's presentation on 
Asset-Based Community-Driven Development, Sandhya stressed the need to move 
beyond viewing people merely as data sources, advocating instead for a 
regenerative approach that values their contributions. It is essential to minimize 
extractive data collection practices and leverage the agency of those affected by the 
research. Projects must account for the long-term impact on local communities, 
ensuring their active involvement in decision-making. Simplifying complex concepts 
for accessibility, such as differentiating between interdisciplinary and 
transdisciplinary collaboration, further builds trust by integrating diverse knowledge 
systems and fostering holistic processes. 

 
The discussion also highlighted the value of tangible, practical actions, such as physically 
bringing together diverse stakeholders to foster holistic and integrative processes. This 
approach, combined with a clear distinction between interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary 
methodologies, was seen as crucial for effective scaling and adaptation of these projects 
across different contexts. 
 



Feedback on the next question, 'Which of the transdisciplinary approaches from the project 
presented do you think may be more promising for scaling up or adapting to different 
contexts?' revealed that, among the discussed approaches, participants identified the 
structured co-design processes of the ABCD (Asset-Based Community-Driven 
Development) model as the most promising for scaling and adaptation. This model shifts 
focus from top-down deliverables to locally-driven “discoverables,” fostering genuine 
community ownership and engagement. It empowers stakeholders—from researchers to 
local farmers—to co-create solutions tailored to specific socio-ecological contexts, 
enhancing both relevance and sustainability. The model’s emphasis on leveraging local 
assets and fostering collaborative innovation aligns well with the iterative, flexible nature of 
foresight methodologies and adaptive management. Additionally, the multi-level, nested 
structures in the Agrofor project support comprehensive understanding and management 
of complex dynamics across governance levels. Together, these approaches provide 
robust avenues for scaling and adapting agroecological innovations in diverse contexts. 
 

Barriers to transdisciplinary science, research and practice 
Participants were then prompted to reflect on the challenges in the projects presented and 
their own experiences in integrating or implementing transdisciplinary approaches in their 
work. Several key barriers were discussed and shared. 
 
First, a fundamental challenge was the lack of conceptual clarity with stakeholders often 
confusing transdisciplinary research with inter-, multi-, and pluri-disciplinary approaches. 
Second, skepticism prevails as many recognize the aspiration to be inclusive and 
participatory in large donor-driven programs and initiatives, however there can remain 
substantial gaps in achieving genuine inclusivity. Third, power dynamics and equity in 
participation pose significant challenges, as power imbalances frequently hinder effective 
collaboration and innovation, giving more influence to researchers and dominant 
stakeholders. Fourth, scalability and contextual variability are problematic; the diverse 
socio-ecological contexts across regions make it difficult to scale agroecological practices, 
requiring tailored solutions which while desirable, demand considerably more effort and 
resources. Fifth, sustaining long-term engagement is challenging due to varying interests 
and priorities, which complicates the transition to agroecology, requiring ongoing 
commitment amidst competing demands and limited resources. 
 
Integrating diverse knowledge systems and balancing scientific rigor with local realities is 
also challenging, requiring continuous adjustment and alignment of scientific research, 
local expertise, and policy frameworks. Resource and connectivity constraints further 
impact the execution of co-design processes. 
 
In practice, the applicability of transdisciplinary methods, especially in biophysical 
sciences, is questioned due to the lack of structured processes and traditional hierarchical 
frameworks. For example, one participant from Portugal working in agroforestry described 
how despite being in academia, a traditional siloed mindset prevails and resource scarcity 
limits willingness to experiment or innovate despite potential benefits from collaborative 
research. Effective community engagement, such as in the Brightspot project in Mexico 
and India, highlights challenges like integrating small-scale projects and overcoming rigid 
academic structures. Similarly, in Senegal, the need for strategic visioning and 
participatory research emphasizes the importance of civil society activities and 
communication. Long-term commitment, innovative methodologies, and the integration of 
indigenous knowledge are crucial, as seen in Mozambique’s agroecology efforts. 



Overcoming the fear of failure and risk aversion, which often favor conventional methods 
such as agrochemicals, is necessary to foster innovation. Finally, creating incentives and 
aligning policies to support transdisciplinary goals can drive collective action and 
demonstrate the value of integrated approaches across sectors. For example, addressing 
water management issues that fall outside the agriculture ministry's purview requires 
cooperative incentives and performance evidence to illustrate the benefits of collaboration. 
 
In assessing the most challenging characteristics of the transdisciplinary framework to 
achieve, the recurring theme was the complexity of operationalizing agroecological 
frameworks, emphasizing the need for adaptable guidelines that respect local contexts 
while ensuring effective funds allocation. This complexity is compounded by the need to 
counteract the interests of international lobbies, which often have competing agendas. 
Additionally, time limitations of project lifecycles present a significant challenge, as long-
term engagement and iterative processes are essential for meaningful collaboration and 
integration. Another point stressed was the necessity of clear communication and a robust 
theory of change to identify and include relevant stakeholders, recognizing the 
impracticality of involving all parties. It is crucial to creatively include mechanisms that 
allow for diverse stakeholder engagement without overextending resources or diluting 
focus. 
 

Resources and the role of Agroecology TPP to support transdisciplinary 
approaches 
The key points from the breakout sessions, addressing the final question on supporting 
greater integration of transdisciplinary approaches, highlight the critical role of the 
Agroecology TPP in fostering institutional support and rigorous evaluation of 
transdisciplinary frameworks, ensuring their effective adoption and practical relevance. 
Emphasizing community engagement and capacity building, the TPP should facilitate 
targeted training and foster robust links between research and local stakeholders to 
validate and apply knowledge effectively. Innovation tailored to diverse needs is essential, 
with initiatives like youth hubs serving as catalysts for hands-on learning and engagement. 
Additionally, a dual focus on both individual skill development and collective capacity is 
crucial to equip researchers and practitioners for complex, integrative projects. By 
addressing these areas, the Agroecology TPP can enhance the impact and effectiveness 
of transdisciplinary approaches in agroecology, ensuring that research translates into 
meaningful, real-world outcomes. 

Gaps/New questions that need to be addressed 
The breakout session also uncovered several critical gaps in advancing agroecological 
practices. Firstly, integrating traditional and indigenous knowledge systems into the co-
creation process promises to enhance the relevance and sustainability of agroecological 
innovations. Equally important is the need for metrics beyond mere yield to capture the 
broader social, economic, and environmental impacts of these practices. Long-term 
institutional support and the development of supportive policies are essential for sustaining 
and scaling agroecological initiatives after the end of a project. Furthermore, enhancing 
the participation of Global South institutions in foresight exercises can ensure more 
balanced, locally relevant outcomes. Comprehensive agri-food system models that include 
processing, storage, and distribution are needed, alongside robust, ethical impact 
assessment frameworks that blend qualitative and quantitative approaches. Addressing 
these gaps requires strategic planning, ethical deliberation, and ongoing engagement to 
ensure the lasting institutionalization and effectiveness of agroecological innovations. 



Way Forward 
Conclusions from the breakout session feedback and final reflection by Michael Hauser, 
emphasize a strategic path forward for enhancing agroecological research and practice. 
Key actions include: 

● Integrating traditional and indigenous knowledge into co-creation processes to 
enhance the relevance and sustainability of innovations.  

● Developing comprehensive evaluation frameworks that capture broader social, 
economic, and environmental impacts of agroecological practices beyond yield is 
essential.  

● Extending long-term institutional support and supportive policies to sustain and 
scale these initiatives beyond project timelines. 

● Strengthening stakeholder networks is crucial, involving formalized platforms for 
ongoing collaboration among farmers, researchers, and policymakers.  

● Comprehensive agri-food system models should encompass processing, storage, 
and distribution, supported by robust ethical impact assessment frameworks that 
combine qualitative and quantitative methods. 

● Policy advocacy to support agroecological transitions and create supportive 
environments for broader adoption.  

● Building capacity in the Global South is essential for equitable global collaboration, 
alongside fostering narrative-based foresight to enrich stakeholder engagement.  

● Developing standardized guidelines and toolkits will streamline co-design and 
transdisciplinary approaches, while establishing learning networks and  

● Securing funding for pilot projects to support scaling innovative methodologies and 
collaborative research efforts.  



References 
Reed, M. G., Robson, J. P., Campos Rivera, M., Chapela, F., Davidson-Hunt, I., 
Friedrichsen, P., Haine, E., Johnston, A. B. D., Lichtenstein, G., Lynes, L. S., Oloko, M., 
Sánchez Luja, M., Shackleton, S., Soriano, M., Sosa Peréz, F., & Vasseur, L. (2023). 
Guiding principles for transdisciplinary sustainability research and practice. People and 
Nature, 5, 1094–1109. https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.10496 
 
Schwarz, G., Vanni, F., Miller, D., Helin, J., Pražan, J., Albanito, F., Fratila, M., Galioto, F., 
Gava, O., Irvine, K., Landert, J., Quero, A.L., Mayer, A., Monteleone, D., Muller, A., Röös, 
E., Smyrniotopoulou, A., Vincent, A., Vlahos, G. and Zīlāns, A. (2022), Exploring 
Sustainability Implications of Transitions to Agroecology: a Transdisciplinary Perspective. 
EuroChoices, 21: 37-47. https://doi.org/10.1111/1746-692X.12377  

https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.10496
https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.10496


Annex 1: Agenda 
Introduction  
14h00:14h05 | Opening remarks (5 minutes)  

● Bernard Triomphe, AE-TPP Co-convenor and System Agronomist, CIRAD 
 
14h05-14h20 | Keynote speech • Transdisciplinary science: what is it and how to 
facilitate it? (15 minutes)  

● Michael Hauser, Senior Associate, CIFOR-ICRAF and BOKU University 
 
14h20-14h40 | Reflection on the keynote speech (20 minutes)  

● Brigid Letty, Prolinnova and Principle Scientist, Institute of Natural Resources (INR) 
in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 

● Francisco Rosado-May, Professor, Universidad Intercultural Maya de Quintana Roo 
● Jane Maland Cady, Program Director, Global Collaboration for Resilient Food 

Systems, McKnight Foundation 
● Lauren Baker, Deputy Director, Global Alliance for the Future of Food 
● Lilian Beck, Agroecology Extension Specialist, Institute for Social Sciences of 

Agriculture - University of Hohenheim 
  
  
14h40-14h45 | Interaction with audience  

● Presentation of results from the ex-ante framing survey 
● Poll on challenges, learning and expected change 

  
Best practices on doing science differently: examples from projects 
14h45-15h25 | Project presentations with a focus on innovation, methodology, results and 
co-creation 

● CGIAR Agroecology Initiative: Bernard Triomphe, AE-TPP Co-convenor and  
● System Agronomist (10 minutes) 
● Foresight: Marie de Lattre-Gasquet, Researcher, CIRAD (10 minutes) 
● Agrofor: Valentina Robiglio, Senior Land Use Systems Scientist, CIFOR-ICRAF (10 
● minutes) 
● ABCD-VIPPT: Lisa Fuchs, Scientist – Multifunctional Landscapes, Alliance of 

Bioversity International - CIAT (10 minutes) 
 
15:25-15:35 | Break (10 minutes)  
 
Collective and interactive analysis of the best practices presented  
15h35-16h25 | Group discussion with a focus on successful practices, possible  
improvements to innovations, missed opportunities and way forward (50 minutes) 
  
Final reflection  
16h25-16h45 | Reporting back and Q&A session (20 minutes)  
16h45-17h00 | Group poll and closure (15 minutes 
 
  



Annex 2: Ex-ante survey results 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 



   



Annex 3: Poll results 
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Annex 5: Presentations 
a. Keynote presentation 

 

 



 

  



b. CGIAR Agroecology Initiative presentation 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



c. Foresight presentation 

 

 

 



 

 

 



  



d. Agrofor presentation 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 
  



e. ABCD-VIPPT presentation 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


